English 520 (University of Victoria)

Representations of London

Fall 2005 and Summer 2008
Early Texts Assignment

Using the online English Short Title Catalogue (ESTC), Pollard and Redgrave’s Short Title Catalogue, Early English Books I Microfilms, EEBO, British History Online and/or some other printed collection or electronic database, find an early text (or more than one text, if you like) that contributes to the discursive field out of which any of the primary readings on our syllabus might have emerged.  It could be a sermon, pamphlet, chorography, royal proclamation, civic proclamation, company charter, broadside, map, poem, or another literary text (if the latter, one not available in a modern edition).  Find out what you can about the author (which might be a corporate author) and the intended reader(s) of the text.  What genre is your text?  Was your text a response to another text?  Did anyone respond to your text?  If relevant, what position does the text take with respect to London?  Does the text see London as an urbs, civitas, and/or res publica (Kagan)?  What knowledge does the text assume its reader to have?  How might the text you have found problematize, clarify, and/or qualify a reading of any of the texts we have taken up as a class?  You should write about four pages answering these or other questions that you deem important.  On a fifth page, give full bibliographical information for your text and a brief summary; this page will be copied for all your classmates, thus giving each of us access to an additional fourteen primary sources. 
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